
 

Diamond in the Ruff: East Bay Unit 502, January 2020 
 
By Larry Bowerman (lmjtbow@pacbell.net) 
 
Happy New Year and welcome to the 2020s decade! 
 
First of all, please keep David and Joyce Denyven in your thoughts and 
prayers.  David seems to be making positive progress in his recovery.  If 
you have the time for a phone call or a visit, I know that they would 
appreciate it (but please call before visiting).  Get well soon!  We miss 
you both at the bridge table.  
 
Second, many thanks and kudos to Julie Burnet and Libby Silver for 
organizing and implementing another successful Unit 502 Fall 
Sectional on November 16-17, 2019.  We had 53.5 tables (212 people) 
on Saturday morning!  Second, thanks to everyone who attended.  We 
hope that you had an enjoyable experience and that you earned lots of 
masterpoints.  Finally, thanks to the many helpers (nearly 30 of you) 
who helped with the food, room set-up and take-down, etc.  As Julie and 
Libby said: “It takes a village and you all were the hardworking 
villagers!”   
 

Third, thanks to Marcia Wasserman for planning, coordinating and 
implementing the Annual Unit 502 Holiday Party at EBCBC on 
Sunday, December 15th.  As usual, the party was sold-out, and all had a 
wonderful time.  The food was excellent, and the bridge was pretty good 
as well.  Thanks also to the many others who contributed their time and 
food to make the party a success.  Special thanks to Andy Wasserman 
for preparing the turkeys. 
 
To start 2020 (and the new decade) off on a high note, the ever-
popular Monterey Regional takes place from January 6 to 12, 2020 at 
the Hyatt Regency Monterey.  I hope that many of you are planning to 
attend. 
 
As usual, there are a few important upcoming calendar events to note.  
First, the regularly scheduled Unit 502 Games in January will take 



place on Sunday, January 5th and Sunday, January 19th beginning 
at 12 noon.  Lunch will be available at about 11:20 am.     
 
On those Sundays when there are no Unit 502 Games, there will be 
EBCBC Sunday games.  In January there are two such games, which will 
take place on January 12th and 26th.  The games begin at 12:00 noon, 
and a light lunch will be served before the game.   
 
The next monthly Swiss Teams game is on Saturday, February 1, 2020.  
There is no game in January because of conflicts with other bridge 
events.  The game starts at 12:00 noon.  For further information contact 
Greg Vance, Grant Vance or David Geary.   
 
Tom McGuire and his partner Larry Wyner (from the Santa Rosa 
Unit) had a couple of nice results on the first weekend of the San 
Francisco NABC.  On Saturday they took first place in Bracket #2 of the 
Compact Knockout game, earning 9.0 gold (their teammates were Paul 
Sheinberg and Patricia Hertz).  On Sunday, they finished second in Flight 
Y of the AXY Swiss Teams game, earning 9.67 gold (their teammates 
were Paul Sheinberg and Asher Nathan).  Congratulations and good 
work!   
 
In the December 15th Unit Game Irwin Lichtblau and William Samuels 
finished in first place (60.10%), Grant Vance and Jessica Lai finished 
second (59.13%), Barry Kael and Sandi Davis third (58.29%), Andy and 
Marcia Wasserman fourth (56.97%), and Amy Hansell and Lisa Euphrat 
fifth (56.49%).  As you can see, it was a competitive game! 
 
The December 15th Unit Game also included a 299 section.  Marilyn 
Teakle and Gay Schrag finished first (60.32%), Joann and Martin Lorber 
second (59.13%), Allan McAllister and Margaret Garms third (58.73%) 
and Lili Bassett and Jeff Fountain fourth (57.14%).  This was also a 
competitive game! 
 
Welcome to new Unit 502 members Lisa Fitzgerald, Andy 
Kovacevic, Zoe Levin and William McNeill.  Also welcome to Gunnar 
Niemi, Joy and Robert Schenker, and Mike Wyman, who have 
recently transferred into Unit 502!  When you see them, please 
introduce yourself and welcome them to our unit. 



 
Congratulations to the following members on their recent rank 
advancements:  John McManis to Club Master, Elaine Fripp to 
Sectional Master and David Snyder to Gold Life Master!  When you 
see them, please take the time to congratulate them. Kudos to all and 
keep on playing!  There is always another goal in front of you!      
 
Marcia Wasserman is writing the February column, so please 
contact her ( marciawasserman@gmail.com  )  
if you have noteworthy results or other items to report. 
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