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By Joye Sidoti (efsjbd_ba@hotmail.com) 
 
Captain’s log.  Stardate 4513.3. 
 
Wouldn’t it be nice to have everyone on the planet transported back to 
2019 before the first person contracted COVID-19 and to change that one 
event?  Or to hit RESET?  Or to wake up and find that we all shared this 
horrible nightmare and it was only a dream?   
 
At least we have BBO.  I had no exposure to it ‘before’.  I wonder what we 
are going to call the ‘good old days’.  I like BC (Before COVID-19), but that’s 
already taken.  Possibly we’ll use ‘old normal’ as a contrast with our ‘new 
normal’. 
 
I’m very impressed by BBO.  It does everything it needs to.  They were able 
to quickly add ACBL events like Support Your Club, Virtual games, and 
tournaments.  If your speakers are loud enough, you can hear sound 
effects.  When a new hand is dealt, I can hear cards being riffled.  When it is 
my turn, there is a ‘dong’ sound in addition to the yellow bar.  I can call the 
director.  There is even a little area for messages.  Yet I don’t enjoy playing 
bridge on BBO.  I play for mental stimulation and BBO does a good job.  I 
also play for socialization and that is missing. I feel like I’m playing 
interactive solitaire. 
 
There is a new vocabulary on BBO.  The first time I played, I was declarer.  
After the hand was over, I saw a message from my partner, ‘wdp’.  WHAT?  
I couldn’t think about it, because I heard the new deal and the ‘dong’.  I 
eventually found out ‘wdp’ meant ‘well done partner’. 
 
A few days later, I was on BBO.  It was the last board hand.  The declarer 
was in 4 of a major, making 5.  I thought he should have made 6.  I looked 
at the message area and dummy sent ‘wdp’ to declarer.  I couldn’t believe 
he really meant it.  Maybe he was being sarcastic.  Most people did make 6 
and they tied for bottom.  Well done! 
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Something I do like about BBO is that dummy sees declarer’s hand 
immediately.  Partner was declarer.  I saw 2 possible ways of playing the 
hand.  Partner won the opening lead and found a third way.  I yelled ‘NO, 
DON’T DO THAT’.  Partner managed to go down in a cold contract.  Did BBO 
etiquette require me to send a ‘wdp’ message to partner?  I didn’t. 
 
Convention cards seem obsolete.  At the bridge club, some opponents 
would study our card intently even for 2-board rounds.  ‘What is Biershank? 
What is your recommended defense?’.  Now we just describe our general 
system and carding and some people don’t even do that.  Abbreviated 
messages are sent at the beginning of a round.  One pair played std and std.  
With one partner, I play 2/1, USDA, and odd/even.  This means 2/1 game 
force, upside-down attitude (implying std count) and odd/even for our 1st 
discard.  One pair played mod-Precision with 1d=16+ HCP.  What else did 
they play?  Who knows?  Who cares? 
 
I know there are human directors at Virtual games, but I wonder if BBO 
games have a human or robot director.  Here is my long, sad story.  Board 
15 wasn’t finished, but the round ended.  The result area showed ‘A = =’.  
As the last round started, I got a message that the result was changed to 4 
hearts making for 620.  There was an ‘ok’ button.  I wasn’t okay with the 
result.  The next round started.   
 
I realized I could call the director.  If you don’t know, during the game, 
there is a blue box with 3 white lines, near the top left.  I pressed it.  One of 
the options was ‘call director’.  This gave me the opportunity to explain that 
the declarer should have made 4 hearts, but he misplayed it.  I received a 
message from ACBL41 (private) that stated he lost 3 tricks.  I wanted to 
answer, but I didn’t know how.  I later found out that I had to call the 
director again.  I sent my message from the bottom of the screen. 
 
I tried to explain what happened, but the director wouldn’t listen.  The 
opponents got to 4 hearts on an auction where I made a diamond overcall.  
Partner led the ace of diamonds.  Dummy had four diamonds (the jack and 
3 small).  I encouraged and declarer ruffed (1st trump).  Declarer played the 
ace of hearts (2nd trump) and everyone followed.  Dummy had queen, 10, 8, 



x. The declarer played another heart (3rd trump) and I won my king with 
partner playing a small heart.  I played another diamond and declarer 
ruffed (4th trump) and then played the 9 of hearts (5th trump).  My partner 
sluffed and declarer let the clock run out.  I would have gotten in later with 
an outside ace and we would cash 2 diamonds and declarer would have 
been down.  The director kept insisting declarer had another trump, but he 
had played it!  Human or robot?   
 
Imagine trying to discuss this while playing 3 boards.  I described this story 
because I know some directors will read it and maybe they will have an 
answer.  At the very least BBO should be changed.  If a director adjusts a 
hand, instead of ‘OK’, have ‘AGREE’ and ‘DISAGREE’ choices.  The 
‘DISAGREE’ choice should automatically call the director and provide the 
opportunity for an explanation. 
 
Governor Newsom has a 4 phase plan to get us completely into the ‘new 
normal’.  I wonder if that includes face masks and 6 feet social distancing.  
If so, duplicate bridge is going to wait until phase 5.  We can sanitize the 
Bridge Mate before the play starts.  If just North (or South) touches it, that 
would work.  North could show East/West the results and North would 
touch the accept key.  If not, the Bridge Mate would need to be sanitized 
each round.  I’m not sure how the boards, cards and bidding boxes could be 
sanitized. 
 
If when we go back to playing together, I predict the following:  Partner 
opens 1NT.  Right-hand opponent glares at me and finally says ‘range?’  I 
don’t have to say 15-17 any more….or yes I do.  Opponent passes and I 
have to decide what to do with my 6-card major and 6 HCP.  Do I want to 
transfer at the 2-level or 4-level or 2-level and invite with 3.  While I’m 
thinking, I hear ‘Joye, your turn’.  I didn’t hear ‘dong’!  I say ‘transfer’ and 
before I can pull the bid from the box, my left-hand opponent calls ‘director 
please’ because I announced my own bid.  I’m learning a lot of new habits 
that will have to change.  I hope the directors have a lot of patience.   
 
Welcome to new Unit 502 members Ann Belcher and Robert Minot.   
 
Congratulations to Tina Heldman who is now a Bronze Life Master. 



 
There have been some game changes and additions at EBCBC.  The new 
schedule is: 
 
Open games (every day) at 1:30 pm. 
299er games (Tues, Fri, Sat, Sun) at 10:00 am. 
Monday Evening Shuffle at 6:30 pm. 
Tuesday Evening 299er game at 6:45 pm. 
All games are still $8.00. 
 
 
I want to thank Larry Bowerman who graciously traded months with me so I 
could publish this column while it was still relevant. 
 
Stay healthy.  Practice the 3 W’s: 
Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds. 
Wear a face mask. 
Watch your distancing. 
 
Marcia Wasserman is writing the August column, so please contact her at 
(marciawasserman@gmail.com) if you have anything to report. 


